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The Circuit Rider Published November 6, 2013

Weekly Update for the Mississippi Conference of The United Methodist Church

Greetings! 
Welcome to your connection for up-to-the minute news and information from the Mississippi 
Conference. Featured in this newsletter are the latest announcements, dates to remember, celebration 
stories from across the conference and current employment opportunities. Our hope is for The Circuit 
Rider to become a tool for building the connection across the conference, strengthening our districts 
and local congregations as we go forth to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the 
world. Please e-mail your news and information for us to share with others around the conference to 
news@mississippi-umc.org.

Attention: 
POWER of We: Core Four Resources Available on Web Site
Go to http://www.mississippi-umc.org/pages/detail/1378?utm_source=Circuit+Rider+Newsletter+7-31-13&utm_campaign=7-31-
13+Circuit+Rider&utm_medium=email  to view or download.

2013 Conference Journal, Vol. 1, 2011 Conference Journal, Vol. 2 and 2012 Conference Journal, Vol. 
1 Available on Web Site
Go to http://www.mississippi-umc.org/pages/detail/990  to view or download.

Luke 20:27-38
New International Version (NIV)

The Resurrection and Marriage
27 Some of the Sadducees, who say there is no resurrec-
tion, came to Jesus with a question. 28 “Teacher,” they 
said, “Moses wrote for us that if a man’s brother dies and 
leaves a wife but no children, the man must marry the 
widow and raise up offspring for his brother. 29 Now there were seven brothers. The first one married a woman and died childless. 30 
The second 31 and then the third married her, and in the same way the seven died, leaving no children. 32 Finally, the woman died 
too. 33 Now then, at the resurrection whose wife will she be, since the seven were married to her?”

34 Jesus replied, “The people of this age marry and are given in marriage. 35 But those who are considered worthy of taking part in the 
age to come and in the resurrection from the dead will neither marry nor be given in marriage, 36 and they can no longer die; for they 
are like the angels. They are God’s children, since they are children of the resurrection. 37 But in the account of the burning bush, even 
Moses showed that the dead rise, for he calls the Lord ‘the God of Abraham, and the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.’ 38 He is not 
the God of the dead, but of the living, for to him all are alive.”
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Please continue to pray for Bishop James E. Swanson, Sr.,  

who is scheduled to have surgery for prostate cancer November 12. 

... 

Those who wish to send well-wishes to the bishop may send them by mail to: 

Mississippi Area of The United Methodist Church,  

320-E Briarwood Drive, Jackson, MS 39206, 

or by email to: PrayersforBishopSwanson@gmail.com,   

or post comments to Bishop Swanson’s Facebook page,  

https://www.facebook.com/BishopJamesESwansonSr.

Convocation on the Black Church: 
A POWER Message 
By Tamica Smith-Jeuitt, Sr. Communications Spe-
cialist for the Mississippi Annual Conference
Prayers for a successful gathering were well in the works 
before nearly 300 people registered to attend the Mississippi 
Annual Conference 2013 Convocation on the Black Church, 
during October 26-27.  Events took place at Anderson United Methodist 
Church in Jackson and at Hinds Community College in Pearl.  Bishop James 
E. Swanson, Sr., wrote in a welcome message to the attendees:

“We have made every effort to make this a powerful, meaningful time for 
you--to challenge and empower you in your ministries. I believe the Lord 
is anointing this conference and through the POWER we will become the 
church that God desires us to be.” 

Those words proved true for the Rev. Emma Ward who travelled from Marks 
for the convocation.  Ward and her husband are co-pastors of Trinity UMC.  

She shared that people in her 
community sometimes speak 
negatively about her congrega-
tion and that was disappointing, 
“They’ll say we accept anybody 
in our church--those on drugs 
and those living in poverty and 
that is hurtful to hear another 
clergy person say that.”

Ward said that this time of study and worship with fellow United Methodists was strength-
ening and reason to do even more ministry.

“I am glad that we (Trinity UMC) are that church because that is what Jesus did and he 

L to R: Presenters the Rev. Dr. Fred A. Allen, Pastor 
Junius Boyd Dotson, Dr. Cathy Grace (red dress) were 
presented with a gift from the Rev. Kathy Price with the 
MS Conference.

Keith Carpenter shared his creative art and 
Christian ministry during the convocation.
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can use anyone, so people in the streets,  I see them as ministers and evangelists...
The excitement from what all the presenters are telling us makes me just want to go 
and run for the Lord,” said Ward.

The youth track for the convocation occurred simultaneously with young people 
of all ages meeting in a different area.  Their main goal was to enhance the youth 
ministry of local churches by building a stronger relationship with God and new re-
lationships with other youth who desire to serve God. One way of carrying out this 

challenge was discussed in a presenta-
tion on social media. 

“We are encouraging our youth to use 
their social media network not just for 
gabbing but for spreading the word of 
God on facebook, twitter and whatever 
they are into,” said Brenda Sykes, a youth 
coordinator for the convocation who happens to be a member of Trinity UMC in Marks. 

A 17 year-old participant named D.J. said that he often tweets religious messaging and even 
told friends about the convocation through social media.  “This event has been really great. 
We’ve been talking about respecting each other and we are having a lot a fun doing that and 
getting it turned-up for the Lord,” he said cheerfully.

On hand to keep the youth excited was Christian rapper, Like Paul (LP); Mike Howington, the youth and families coordinator for the 
Mississippi Annual Conference; the Rev. Kordell Sims, who is the Wesley Foundation director and campus minister at Jackson State 
University and John Kountz, a former district youth coordinator.  Erma Cook and the Rev. Marjorie Walker talked to the kids about 
managing money. Organizers reported 70 kids attending and that at least 30 were members of Trinity UMC. 

Looking For a Mission Opportunity?     
Mississippi Conference Communications
The Mississippi United Methodist Choctaw Mission in Choctaw, Mississippi welcomes your support of their ministry and feels certain 
that you will be blessed in return for your service. There are approximately 10,000 Choctaw Indians who reside in Mississippi. Year 
round, the Mississippi United Methodist Choctaw Mission serves the Choctaw people through programs that address feeding, home-
lessness, domestic abuse and drug and alcohol abuse.

“Without your investment of prayers, presence, gifts and service, we simply limp along. God has bigger plans than just that,” stated Al 
Styron, the executive director of the Mississippi United Methodist Choctaw Mission.

According to Styron, there are nice and clean facilities available to accommodate mission teams. Groups are already signing up for 2014. 
Vacation Bible school (VBS), construction, painting, worship leadership and preparing meals are some of the mission possibilities.

Recently, 86 children gathered at the Pushmataha Family Life Center for the Wednesday service program. On this day, Styron said he 
made the spaghetti meal. The young people engaged in a pumpkin carving contest, a pumpkin cake walk, a coloring contest, drawings 
for prizes, candy, cake and much more fun.

To contact Styron about mission opportunities, call 601-927-6532 or send an email to dra.011958@gmail.com.  

Top Staff at Finance Agency Opt for Buyout
United Methodist News Service (UMNS)
The General Council on Finance and Administration will see the departure of much of its top staff over the next 
months under a voluntary separation program offered as part of the agency’s reorganization. The agency is at 
the center of United Methodist operations, collecting and distributing general church funds, providing financial 
oversight and reporting key statistics about the denomination. 

To read story, go to http://umcconnections.org/2013/11/04/top-staff-finance-agency-opt-buyout/.

Young people pictured with their youth leaders 
ham it up for the camera.  

The youth were entertained by two stu-
dents from Tougaloo College dancing to 
Byron Cage’s, “Broken But I’m Healed.”

Bishop  
Michael J. Coyner 
Photo by Dan  Gangler
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Local Church Racial and Ethnic Ministries 
Grants Available                     
United Methodist News Service (UMNS) 
Applications for grants up to $10,000 to help local United Methodist churches 
build ministries that strengthen and support racial and ethnic church concerns 
are due on January 15, 2014. To learn more, go to http://www.gbod.org/minis-
ter-to-people/racial-ethnic-local-church-concerns.   

Free Advent Resources Urge  
Simplifying Christmas       
United Methodist News Service (UMNS)
United Methodist Communications has created Advent resources to help United Methodist churches convey a welcoming message dur-
ing the Christmas season to those who may not have a church home.

This year’s resources complement United Methodist Communications’ broad-
er campaign, “That’s Church,” and share a message about cutting through the 
holiday chaos and simplifying Christmas. The goal is to provide local churches 
with resources to help them welcome their communities and share the true 
meaning of Christmas. 

The resources include online resources, video, digital media and print assets. 
Seasonal posters, direct mail cards, bulletin inserts and door hangers are 
downloadable at no cost.  These communication tools can be used by congre-
gations to welcome new people to worship services and mission opportunities 

during Advent. Downloadable advertising tools are also available in Korean and Spanish languages.

These products can be customized to add a church’s contact and unique ministry information for local and online outreach. The down-
loadable bundle includes PSD and JPEG files. Customized advertising materials can also be printed through the UMC Print Shop.

Advent is just around the corner, but it’s not too late to order the free resources now. Join hundreds of other churches that have already 
taken advantage of this valuable resource.  Information and more is available at http://www.mississippi-umc.org/blogs/detail/473.  

Methodists Prepare  
For Emergencies
By Cynthia Laird, Senatobia District Communica-
tions Coordinator
Pleasant Hill United Methodist Church in Olive Branch, 
Mississippi hosted a community emergency response 
team (CERT) training October 25 - 27, 2013, which was 
led by the DeSoto County Emergency Management Agency (EMA). Tim Curtis, deputy 
director of DeSoto County emergency services, offered the training that consisted of 20 
hours of hands-on instruction and participation. His assistants included firemen, safety 
volunteers, a former air traffic controller and a security expert. 

With this training, volunteers are better prepared to help save lives and lessen suffering 
in emergencies while not becoming a victim and part of the problem. When the safety 
professionals arrive on the scene, a CERT trained volunteer is prepared to communicate 
important information so that the professionals with the skills, knowledge and equip-
ment can readily and effectively deal with complex health and life threatening situations.

CERT volunteers must always have a buddy working with them to keep them safe and 
to help them give the most effective assistance to others in emergencies.   While training Terry and Debra Luna put out a grease fire.



on the proper and safe use of fire extinguishers, CERT trainees were joined by Cub 
Scout Pack 741 and the pack’s leaders. Parents and other family members of Pack 
741 participated in the fire safety training as well. Also attending the entire weekend 
of training was professional gospel singers and songwriters, Terry and Debra Luna. 
The pair routinely set gospel fires with their music but can quite effectively put out 
a grease fire thanks to training.

Those who are interested in scheduling CERT training may contact Tim Curtis by 
email at: TCurtis@desotocountyms.gov, or call the EMA office at 662-469-8017.

If you would like to learn more about disaster response in Mississippi, contact the 
Rev. Wayne Napier, at 228-216-2560 or wbnapier@live.com.   You can also visit the 
United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR) website at: www.umcor.org.   

Starkville District Office New Email Addresses         
The Starkville District office of the Mississippi United Methodist  Conference is spreading the word that 
they have new email addresses to reach their office and district secretary. The old email addresses are no 
longer available. Please make the changes in your contacts.    

The Starkville District office e-mail is stkv@ms.metrocast.net. District secretary, Tammy Carroll can be 
contacted at tcarroll@ms.metrocast.net.

Churches Collect Baby Bottles 
United Methodist congregations of the Sturgis Big Creek Charge and the Weir Salem Charge recently 
partnered with Weir Presbyterian to collect baby bottles for the Starkville Pregnancy Center. On Octo-
ber 27, the Sturgis Big Creek Charge gathered school supplies to delight the children of West Oktibbeha 
Elementary School.

Pratt UMC Breast Cancer Awareness             
Members of Pratt Memorial United Methodist Church in Jackson celebrated breast cancer 
awareness on October 27, 2013. With many of them garbed in pink, members lit candles in 
honor of loved ones who have passed away from breast cancer. The congregation also recog-
nized four survivors of the disease. The pastor of Pratt Memorial is the Rev. DeMario Benson. 

Congregations Join for The POWER of We Study              
Bellefontaine United Methodist Church and Lebanon United Methodist Church joined for The 
POWER of We study, a series of teachings led by Bishop James E. Swanson, Sr. of the Mississippi 
Annual Conference. The DVD features the four core values of the Mississippi Annual Conference 
which are love, generosity, justice and apprenticeship. The Rev. Raleigh Richter leads both churches 
and brought them together for this time of learning, fellowship and great food. Richter said he 
was pleased with the gathering. The churches are part of the Starkville District of the Mississippi 
Conference of The United Methodist Church.
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Group attending fire safety training.

A tub of baby bottles were visible before delivery to a pregnancy center in Starkville.

L to R: Rita McCall, Helen Harris, Cleo McLemore and Al Moore  
(standing in for his wife Lushene Moore) are breast cancer survivors.



MSU Wesley Foundation Tailgate
November 16, 2013
Mississippi State University (MSU) Wesley Foundation 
invites all MSU Wesley alumni and friends to their annual 
tailgate event on Saturday, November 16, in The Junction. 
Join Wesley students and friends for a good time of food 
and fellowship. The event will happen before or after the 
MSU vs. Alabama football game, depending on the game 
time. Check the website www.StateWesley.org to find out when this event begins.   

Arts Under The Dome Kicks Off Season
November 23, 2013 |January 10, 2014| February 28, 2014| March 14, 2014    
Mississippi’s long-running Gulfport First United Methodist Church concert series, Arts Under The Dome, kicks off its 21st season on 
Saturday, November 23, 2013. The series begins with the legendary jazz guitarist, Gene Bertoncini, who over five decades has collabo-

rated with nearly all the great names in jazz. Earning the highest acclaim from his fellow musicians as both 
solo performer and studio artist, Bertoncini bridges jazz, classical, pop, bossa nova and samba styles, while 
integrating his own improvisations along the way.

Bertoncini will be followed by blues pianist and singer Eden Brent on  January 10, 2014. Celtic and world 
music group, Mithril will perform on February 1, 2014. The virtuoso classical crossover ensemble, Quar-
tetto Gelato will be in concert February 28, 2014 and the great music of the zany Juggernaut Jug Band can 
be enjoyed on March 14, 2014.

All concerts are at 7:00 p.m. at First UMC, located at 15th Street and 24th Avenue in downtown Gulfport. 
Tickets are $15 for adults and $10 students.   They can be purchased at the door or from the Arts Under The 
Dome’s website, www.arts.fumc-gulfport.org. Full information on the 2013-2014 season may be viewed on 

the website as well. Season tickets are available for all five performances for $45 (individuals) and $90 for families (in the same house-
hold). For the season brochure or for more information, call 228-229-6851.  

Camp Lake Stephens - Overflow 
November 30, 2013 - January 1, 2014               
Registration is underway for Overflow, a retreat for junior and senior high youth. Come and get closer to Christ with other young 
people who will bring in the New Year together! Jeremy Knight from Main Street UMC in Hattiesburg will be the speaker for this event. 
The Kory Wheeler Band (formerly “This is Luke”) will be performing. The cost for this gathering is $109.

More information can be found online at www.camplakestephens.com or email Russell Casteel, the program director, at russell@cam-
plakestephens.com.   To call for details, dial 662-234-3350. 

2014 The Gathering  
Student Conference - “Mind Games” 
February 28, 2014 - March 2, 2014             
The Gathering Student Conference is a ministry designed for the  young 
people of the Mississippi United Methodist Conference. This event was for-
mally known as MYAC. It will take place February 28, 2014 - March 2, 2014 
at Christ United Methodist Church in Jackson, Mississippi. For more details 
and to register, visit the Mississippi Conference website.
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Announcements:
Advent Wreath Candle Lighting Meditations  
Trinity Clothing Ministry Opens Doors  
The clothing ministry of Trinity United Methodist Church in Brandon, Mississippi wants your clean and good conditioned, fall 
and winter clothing for those who need the items. People can bring clothing to the church during the week and on Wednesday 
evenings during Bible study. Clothing for all ages and sizes are requested. The clothing closet is scheduled to open Saturday, 
November 9, 2013 from 9:00 a.m. to noon. For questions about donating and volunteering, contact Bridgitte Ballard at 601-214-
6440.   Trinity UMC is located at 649 Luckney Road in Brandon, Mississippi.

Cokesbury: Studies Available Now
Both studies From Bedlam to Bethlehem by James W. Moore and A Different 
Kind of Christmas by Mike Slaughter are available for children, youth and 
adults. Another very popular study is The Journey by Adam Hamilton. Check 
out Cokebury’s online catalog at www.cokesbury.com for other Advent re-
sources. Mississippi’s Cokesbury  representative, Dan Parker is also available 
to help local churches with purchases. Contact him at dparker@cokesbury.
com or call 601-397-8186.

Church Pews Available
Pickens UMC has 20 church pews available. They are 11’ 3” long  with tan removable cush-
ions. If you are interested please forward your request with your name or organization and 
the number of pews you need to the Rev. David G. Schultz at dgschultz01@yahoo.com. While 
there is no cost, donations are welcome.   

Annual Conference 2014     
June 6-8, 2014
Bishop James E. Swanson, Sr., has announced that the 2014 session of the Mississippi Annual 
Conference will be held on June 6-8 at the Jackson Convention Complex.

The Rev. Bennie Pollock, retired pastor, serving the 
Preston Deemer Charge (Meridian District), passed 
away on Saturday, November 2, 2013. Visitation will be 
Friday, November 8, 6:00 p.m.-7:00 p.m. at McDon-
ald Funeral Home Chapel, 507 Depot Hill Street, in 
DeKalb, Mississippi.  The funeral service is Saturday, 
November 9, 11:00 a.m. at Liberty UMC, with the Rev. 
Ever Jean Burt officiating.

Employment Opportunities
• Connectional Ministries Administrative Assistant
Purpose of Position
The administrative assistant is the welcoming presence of the Mississippi Annual Conference office through receiving guest and 
telephone calls.  This is the first person that guests encounter when attempting to connect with a staff person or department and 
therefore it is vital the person embodies hospitality.
Key Functions/Responsibilities
• Answer phones respond to inquiry or transfer to appropriate person on staff
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• Receive, calendar requests and distribute to Communications
• Manage room assignment calendar
• Provide materials needed and requested by local church leaders
• Coordinate oversight for annual conference exhibit /display  area 
• Coordinate projects such as large mailings for Communications and Connectional Ministries
• Assist the Director of Communications and Connectional Ministries with basic filing and clerical duties 
• Provide administrative support for Connectional Ministries and Communications through coordinating committee meetings, 
travel itineraries (transportation, lodging, etc.)
• Oversee Administrative functions of the day-to-day activities of two multi-faceted ministry areas to ensure each office functions 
smoothly.  Manage projects, determine priorities, and maintain a high degree of professionalism and confidentiality, comfortably 
taking initiative and exercising independent judgment to resolve issues.
• Organize events and prepare materials for meetings, training programs, community forums and conferences.  
• Request, gather information and data from the administrative team leaders, board and agency to assist in preparing annual 
reports, summaries for local, jurisdictional and general church.  
• Submit prepared materials for various print and web-based publications (i.e. annual journal).
Qualifications
• Demonstrates excellent customer service and interpersonal communication skills
• Evidences strong computer skills
• Possesses strong organizational skills
• Resolves problems in a timely manner
• Assesses and accommodates the needs of multiple projects
• Excels at working independently and as part of a team
• Maintains the integrity of the processes of the annual conference
• Understands United Methodist polity and structure
Deadline for application is Wednesday, November 20, at 4:30 p.m. Please send resumes and cover letters to: Mississippi Annual 
Conference, Attn: Rev. Dr. Connie Shelton, Director, 320-C Briarwood Drive, Jackson, MS 39206.
Or email: connie@mississippi-umc.org.

• Part-Time Youth Minister
McLaurin Heights United Methodist Church in Pearl, Mississippi is seeking a committed and motivated Christian as its part-time 
youth minister.  For more information on this ministry position, contact the Rev. Vicki Landrum at pastormhumc@bellsouth.
net, 325 Mary Ann Drive, Pearl, MS  39208, or call 601-939-2163.

  

She Crab Soup    
16 ounces lump crabmeat
1 pint half and half
1 (8-ounce) container sour cream
1 stick of butter
½ teaspoon of salt
½ teaspoon pepper
1 clove garlic, crushed
Chopped fresh parsley
Place crabmeat in large bowl and pick through gently for shells.  In a four-quart saucepan, place 1/3 of the crabmeat with 2 
cups water, add butter, salt, pepper, garlic and chopped parsley. Simmer for 10 minutes to blend flavors.  Remove from heat 
and half and half.  Return to heat and simmer five minutes more. Remove from heat, add sour cream, stir until smooth, 
correct seasoning to taste. Gently spoon in remaining crabmeat. Cover and let stand five minutes. Yield: six to eight serv-
ings.

– Betty Lee Graves, “Loaves and Fishes” 
from St. Paul UMC in Ocean Springs, Mississippi
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Submit to The Circuit Rider by Noon Each Monday
The Conference communication team looks forward to getting your stories and events for the next issue of 
The Circuit Rider, but the details are needed no later than noon each Monday the day before distribution on 
Wednesday.

There’s no guarantee that items received after the noon cut off will make the following Circuit Rider, so share 
your happenings soon. Send to: news@mississippi-umc.org.

Thanks in advance for helping tell the Mississippi United Methodist story!

Follow the Conference on Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/pages/The-Mississippi-United-Method-
ist-Conference/436491529732524 and on Twitter at https://twitter.com/Mississippi_UMC.

Stay Connected with ConnecTText

Mississippi United Methodists with the ability to receive text messaging via phone are encouraged to sign up for ConnecTText.  
The service is another option for people to stay informed about important dates and other Conference happenings. 

To sign up for ConnecTText:
1. Remember, you must have the ability to get text messages on your phone.
2. From your mobile phone, text the letters UMC to the number 601-721-4468 and press send.
3. Wait a few seconds for a confirmation text and you’re connected!
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